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patronage, partly as a protection against Bulgarian revenge
and partly with a view to the future struggle as the "Pied-
mont" of the Balkans, against the hated Hapsburg rule.
Though M. Pashitch and the Serbian civil authorities did
not want or plan war in 1914, they tolerated an agitation
which contributed to a series of assassinations which
culminated in the tragedy of Sarajevo. Austria meanwhile
became more and more alarmed at the dangers threatening
her very existence: the "Greater Serbia" agitation within
and without her frontiers, the "desertion" of Rumania, and
the closer ties which Russia was establishing with these two
countries whose nationalist aspirations could only be satis-
fied through the dismemberment of Austria-Hungary,
Whether Austria could have averted the danger from the
"Greater Serbia" and "Greater Rumania" irredentist agita-
tion, by giving democratic and reasonably liberal rights to
her Slav and Rumanian subjects, or by some form of
"trialism," is a hypothetical question to be touched upon
later; at any rate she did not do so. Instead she cho§e to
see her salvation in a war in which Serbia would be reduced
in power by having to cede territory to Bulgaria, Rumania,
and Albania. Several times Austria was ready to wage such
a war on Serbia, but was held back either by Germany, as
in July, 1913, or by concessions on the part of Serbia, as
in March, 1909, and October, 1913. But in July, 1914, as
will be seen later, Austria welcomed the opportunity for a
localized war on Serbia afforded by the assassination of the
Austrian Heir to the Throne.
M. Sazonov, though caring little for the Serbs them-
selves, and leaving them in the lurch in crucial moments,
nevertheless encouraged and supported them at other times
as an outpost of Slavdom in the Balkans and as an asset in
a future war with Austria. Desiring peace, but fearing the
power and criticism of the Russian Pan-Slavs and mili-
tarists, M. Sazonov was anxious to fulfil Russia's "historic

